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voices of the industry

H
ayata, Ltd. President Tom 
Crouch has seen a lot of 
change during his 15 years 

of manufacturing and selling stain-
less steel banding, ties and tags, but 
never before, he says, have there been 
such positive advances in the indus-
try. Two particular breakthroughs 
are transforming the industry.

“Technology has made it possible 
to not only barcode tags, provid-
ing more detailed information that 
remains readable in all conditions, 
but also generate high-speed output 
of embossed tags,” says Crouch. 

Barcoded tags
While barcoding has been around 
since the early 1960s, when it was 
first developed to identify rolling 
stock cars in rail yards, use of the 
technology has soared in the last 
decade. Most anything you buy 
these days has some kind of barcode 
associated with it. Coupled with a 
special reader, which instantly inter-
prets the data and displays the item’s 
price and associated data, the bar-
code is common in most industries. 
But until now, it hasn’t figured into 
stainless steel tags.

“Cables, pipes, valves and other 
mission-critical objects that require 
specific tags for safety and mainte-
nance control can now be marked 
and identified with an ease and pre-
cision never before possible,” says 
Crouch. “This is a game changer for 
tagging operations. The user can 

put more information on the tag 
and use a hand-held reader to get 
accurate, easy to read information.”

Today’s most common barcodes 
systematically represent data by 
varying the width and spacing of 
parallel one-dimension (1D) lines. 
However, barcodes also take the 
form of two-dimensional (2D) dots. 

Hayata has been first to market 
with a new tag production system 
service that outputs embossed 2D 
barcode stainless steel tags. Custom-
ers email their data in a spreadsheet 
and the tags are output using a 2D 
dot format. The completed tags ship 
within 24 hours of data receipt on 
normal business days. Hayata’s 2D 
tag algorithms are industry standard 
and hand-held barcode readers, 
such as Dataman and Motorola 2D 
readers, are readily available.

The 2D embossed barcode tags 
cover all the same bases as regular 
embossed ones. Hayata has put up 
to three coats of paint on their new 
tags and the reader is still able to 
interpret all the information. Best of 
all, the reader enables maintenance 
or safety inspectors to get clear, pre-
cise information without having to 
grasp and visually read the tag. This 
reduces human tag reading errors 
in low light or hazardous condi-
tions and allows personnel to cover 
more ground in less time. The quick 
gathering of accurate information 
is also helpful for isolated applica-
tions such as shipboard or offshore 
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oil rigs. Users can transmit data 
acquired by the reader directly to 
land-based vendors to make orders 
for vital replacement parts 100% 
accurate. This can reduce order 
errors and speed delivery time, 
which can reduce downtime.

high-speed embossing
Historically, embossed stainless steel 
tags have been slow to produce. It 
generally takes five-to-ten minutes to 
create one tag on a manual machine. 
But all that has changed. Hayata has 

developed a new auto-embossing 
machine that takes the tedium out 
of the tag production process. The 
Hayata SmartTagTM 2500 can pro-
duce up to 400 4-line embossed 
tags per hour, with data input into 
the unit from the user’s spreadsheet. 
For users needing a high volume of 
alpha-numeric embossed tags, this 
breakthrough technology will put 
them on the leading edge.

A single operator with a Smart-
Tag 2500 unit can produce all the 
tag requirements of a large-scale 

marking operation. 

hammerhead speeds stainless 
steel Banding installation
Another Hayata breakthrough is 
the Hammerhead CT-7, a man-
ual ratchet tool designed to make 
stainless steel cable tie installations 
more efficient and tooling last lon-
ger. Hammerhead, which features a 
flat heavy-duty “hammerhead” nose 
offers easy one-handed operation, 
is lightweight to reduce installer 
fatigue and allows the user to ham-
mer down cable tie heads or tails if 
required without damaging the tool.

“We are continually experiment-
ing with how to make stronger, 
easier-to-install stainless steel bands 
and better, more automated tools to 
speed the process,” says Mr. Crouch. 
“The Hammerhead was designed 
after observing how the installer 
works and creating a tool to make 
him more efficient.”

For more informa-
tion contact Hayata at 
214-360-7708 or sales@
hayata.com.

tagging & Banding

hayata is now offering 2D embossed barcoded tags (left).  
The hammerhead CT-7 is a lightweight, one-hand operation 
installation tool featuring a flat heavy-duty nose (right)

The quick gathering of 
accurate information is 
also helpful in isolated 

applications on ships 
and offshore oil rigs 

The hayata SmartTagTm 2500  
can output up to 400 embossed  
stainless steel tags per hour


